Extra!  Extra!  Read All About It!

Tips for Writing a Good Newspaper Article
Newspaper articles require a different style of writing from what is used when writing a story. The newspaper article has all of the important information in the opening paragraph.

This information includes:

 who, what, when, where, why and how. 

It is written this way because most people do not read an entire newspaper article all the way through.  So newspaper writers put the most important information at the beginning.

A typical newspaper article contains five (5) parts:

Headline (or Title): This is a short, attention-getting statement about the event.

Byline: This tells who wrote the story.

Lead paragraph: This has ALL of the who, what, when, where, why and how in it. A writer must find the answers to these questions and write them into the opening sentence(s) of the article. Try to hook the reader by beginning with a funny, clever, or surprising statement. Go for variety: try beginning your article with a question or a provocative statement.

Explanation: Give the reader the details. Include one or two quotes from people you interviewed. Write in the third person (he, she, it, they). Be objective -- never state your opinion. Use quotes to express others' opinions!

Additional Information: Wrap it up somehow ( don't leave the reader hanging. Please don't say...."In conclusion" or "To finish..." (yawn!) Try ending with a quote or a catchy phrase.  This part can also include information about a similar event.
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